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THE MYSTERY MONO BLOCK 
AUDIO AMPLIFIER

How many of us find a piece of equipment 
that we are unable to identify either the 
manufacturer of model number?

Sound familiar?
Last month I found a “hoard” of tube audio 

equipment and one of the items was a mono 
block audio amplifier. Yes, I know some of you 
don’t feel it’s the right thing to write about 
audio equipment in the pages of A.R.C. but 
for the last few years every radio meet I’ve 
attended has had a lot of tube and solid state 
audio equipment for sale.

This audio amp was very strange because 
the only ID on it was “A-20 Power Amplifier” 
on top of the chassis. The transformers 
were made by Chicago Transformer.  The 
2 electrolytic capacitor cans “plugged” into 
sockets (one can was missing) – they were 

not soldered.  The chassis measured 13” x 
7” x 2”. The amp weighed 23 pounds. The 
chassis was marked for the following tubes: a 
5V4 rectifier, two 5881 or 6L6 (but actually it 
came with 2 RCA 7027’s), and one 12AX7. The 
chassis also had markings for the 2 electrolytic 
capacitor cans: one 4 section 20 mfd, 450 volt, 
and one 2 section 20 mfd, 450 volt.

Not much to work with.

MY NEXT STEP
In this case I turned to the internet. 

There are many web sites that cater to 
different collectors. Many of us know the 
Antique Radio Forum. There are many other 
equipment specific web sites that specialize 
in phonographs, radio consoles, phone 
equipment, audio equipment, and I even 
found one called the Flashlight Museum – 
check it out, it’s very interesting. 

I posted photographs of the amp on a web 
site called Audio Karma (www.audiokarma.
org) that specializes in audio equipment. 
Like the Antique Radio Forum, Audio 
Karma has various forums that specialize on 
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different subjects. Within a few hours I had 
many people asking questions on the tube 
compliment, who made the transformers, and 
giving me their thoughts on who made the 
amp.

Well after 1 day and 33 comments, a 
gentleman from Kansas identified the amp 
and referred me to a link on the Radio 
Museum web site (www.radiomuseum.org).  
The amp was made by a company called the 
Electronic Workshop Sales Corporation, 351 
Bleeker Street, New York 14, NY (For those 
of you who don’t know what the number 
14 means, before zip codes were used 
many cities had postal zones. This address 
was in New York City postal zone 14 called 
Greenwich Village). 

The reason why there was no manufacturer 
on the amp was because on the front of 
the amp there were the following inputs: 
input jack, ground, speaker plug (400, 15, 8, 
and 4 ohms), control power unit plug (later I 
found out this attached to other equipment 
made by the company), AC outlet, and a fuse 
holder (3A). But there was a space between 
the speaker and control power unit plug and 
2 very small holes where a metal plate was 
supposed to be a plaque with the company 
information attached and somehow had 
fallen off since 1951.

MYSTERY SOLVED
But there was no schematic available so I 

decided to do some more digging. I Googled 
the company and that led me to the Audio 
Engineering Society  (www.aes.org). 

The Audio Engineering Society is the only 
professional society devoted exclusively to 
audio technology. Founded in the United 
States in 1948, the AES has grown to become 
an international organization that unites 
audio engineers, creative artists, scientists and 
students worldwide by promoting advances 
in audio and disseminating new knowledge 
and research. 

They have over 12,000 members around 
the world and hold conventions in many 
countries every year. On the AES web site 
I found a list of exhibitors who attended 
their 1949 through 1953 “Audio Fair” and The 
Electronic Workshop Sales Corporation was 
one of them. The list of exhibitors gave the 
contact information for each company, some 
of their products, and a list of key personnel 
who would be at their booth. 

What was interesting is that the exhibitor 
list on the AES web site was originally 
published in the magazine Audio Engineering 
because the AES didn’t have a publication at 
that time. 

With the permission of the AES I have 
reprinted the list. You will find many 
companies that are still in business as well 
as those who merged with other companies 
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or just disappeared. I would urge anyone 
interested in the history of the audio industry 
to visit the AES web site and check out the 
information from their Historical Committee 
that is devoted to historical information on 
the development of the audio industry.

There is another mention of the Electronic 
Workshop Sales Corporation in the AES web 
site. The AES has reprinted an article on 
Magnecord Reel-To-Reel tape recorders that 
was originally published in the Chicago Daily 
News on July 29, 1946, page 22 (http://www.
aes.org/aeshc/docs/recording.technology.
history/magnecord.html) that mentions the 
Electronic Workshop in the last paragraph  
suggesting the company will do custom work 
for customers: “A simplified home-adapted 
outfit minus engineers’ gadgets can be made 
up for you for about $500 - use your own 
playback amplifier and speaker. Electronic 
Workshop, 351 Bleecker St., New York 14, will 
do it. Music recorded on this from local (wide-
range) FM symphony broadcasts is fabulous. 
I’ve heard nothing to compare with it in any 
form of disc recording whatsoever.”

I would also like to tell everyone to visit: 
www.americanradiohistory.com that has 
many magazines like Audio Engineering and 
other magazines that would be of interest to 
people who like to read about and preserve 
the history of radio.

CONCLUSION

There are many sources on the internet 
for information on the history of radio, 
audio, finding original advertisements, 
finding schematics, getting advice on 
troubleshooting a piece of equipment, etc.

This is just one story and now I have found 
sources to answer other questions that I may 
have in the future.

For more information:

The Audio Engineering Society Historical 
Committee: www.aes.org/aeshc

American Radio History:  
www.americanradiohistory.com

Radio Museum:  
www.radiomuseum.org

Antique Radio Forum:  
www.antiqueradios.com

Photo Captions:

Photos page 13:
(from top to bottom)
Photo 1 – Front of Amplifier
Photo 2 – Rear of Amplifier
Photo 3 – Front Connections of Amplifier

Photos page 14: 
(from top to bottom)
Photo 4 – Close Up of Capacitor Socket
Photo 5 – Under the Amplifier Chassis
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News Release from the Proceedings of the IRE, February 1051, page 22A
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List of Exhibitors at the 1951 AES Audio Fair
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List of Exhibitors at the 1951 AES Audio Fair
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List of Exhibitors at the 1951 AES Audio Fair
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